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Chairman Bilirakis, Chairman, Ranking Member Schakowsky and Members of the
Subcommittee on Commerce, Manufacturing, and Trade:

On behalf of the American Vehicle Owners Alliance (AVOA), we respectfully submit this
statement for the record regarding the Subcommittee's hearing on "Oversight of NHTSA:
Roadway Safety and Agency Priorities."

AVOA represents the interests of America’s vehicle owners—individual drivers, small
businesses, rental car companies, fleet operators, and insurers—who believe that ownership
should include the right to access, control, and share 100 percent of the data generated by their
vehicles. We advocate for consumer rights, property rights, and vehicle safety in the era of
connected cars. As vehicles become more connected, the data they produce has implications and
relevance to safety, maintenance, and consumer choice.

We commend the Subcommittee for its leadership in examining how technology and innovation
intersect with roadway safety and regulatory oversight. We urge Members to consider how
owner access to and control of vehicle-generated data is fundamental to the safety, rights, and
responsibilities of vehicle owners.

Vehicle Data Access and Motor Vehicle Safety
When a vehicle owner has access to their vehicle-generated data, they can:

e Monitor engine health, brake wear, and fluid levels in real time to help prevent
mechanical failures that could lead to accidents.

o Use diagnostic data to guide timely repairs and enable preventative maintenance that
improves long-term vehicle performance and enhances safety.
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e Analyze driving patterns—such as hard braking or rapid acceleration—to encourage safer
driving habits for themselves and their family members.

e Support innovation and the development of new approaches to enhance driver and
vehicle safety and mobility, promotion competition, consumer choice, and economic
growth.

Vehicle-generated data voluntarily shared by owners can also provide critical insights to local
governments and traffic engineers, helping them identify high-risk intersections, optimize signal
timing, and design safer roadways. Research has demonstrated the importance of data produced
by connected vehicles to innovation and cybersecurity for vehicle owners and highlighted the
risk posed by the current “gatekeeper” model employed by automakers, in which they decide
which data to share with owners and others. !

Conversely, when vehicle owners are denied access to their data, they lose the ability to act on
the very information that could prevent accidents and reduce costly breakdowns. For example, a
fleet operator may be unable to detect a critical brake issue in time—simply because that data is
held exclusively by the manufacturer.

Ownership Rights and Consumer Choice

In the past, owning a vehicle meant controlling the information it generated—such as fuel levels,
tire pressure, location, and service history. Today, that relationship is being disrupted by
manufacturers who increasingly act as gatekeepers to vehicle data. This undermines basic
property rights and raises serious concerns about fairness, transparency, and competition in the
automotive marketplace.

Whether you own a single car or operate a nationwide fleet, you should not need the
manufacturer’s permission to access your vehicle’s data nor should that data be locked away in
proprietary systems that prevent owners from using it unless they pay additional fees beyond the
purchase price of the vehicle.

A Call for Congressional Action

Congress has a vital role to play in ensuring that vehicle owners—not manufacturers—retain
control over the data generated by their vehicles. Legislation such as the Auto Data Privacy and
Autonomy Act represents a step in the right direction.

AVOA urges the Subcommittee to:

e Recognize vehicle data access as a safety and consumer rights issue.

"Hoffman, D. A. (2024, June). The Protected Connected Car. American Vehicle Owners Alliance.
https://americanvehicleownersalliance.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/Hoffman-Protected-Connected-Car-
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https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/10473/text
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/10473/text
https://americanvehicleownersalliance.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/Hoffman-Protected-Connected-Car-June-2024_FINAL.pdf
https://americanvehicleownersalliance.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/Hoffman-Protected-Connected-Car-June-2024_FINAL.pdf
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e Support bipartisan legislation that codifies the rights of vehicle owners to access and
control their data.

o Promote policies that support transparency, interoperability, and fair competition—key
factors in realizing the safety potential of vehicle data. Without these safeguards,
manufacturers may limit timely diagnostics, hamper competition and innovation, reduce
consumer choice, and compromise vehicle safety.

We stand ready to work with Members of this Subcommittee to ensure that the future of
connected vehicle technology serves the people who own and operate the vehicles—not just the
companies that manufacture them. Your leadership on this issue is essential to achieving a
balanced, innovation-friendly, and safety-oriented policy framework.

Thank you for your consideration.
Respectfully submitted,

Richard J. Ward II1
Executive Director, American Vehicle Owners Alliance (AVOA)
www.americanvehicleownersalliance.org
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