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Chairman Bilirakis, Ranking Member Schakowsky and Members of the Subcommittee on
Commerce, Manufacturing, and Trade:

The American Vehicle Owners Alliance (AVOA) appreciates the opportunity to submit this
statement for the record in connection with the Subcommittee’s hearing on “Examining
Legislative Options to Strengthen Motor Vehicle Safety, Ensure Consumer Choice and
Affordability, and Cement U.S. Automotive Leadership.” AVOA is a national coalition of
consumer, insurance, rental, fleet, and mobility organizations committed to protecting vehicle
owners’ rights to access and control the data generated by their vehicles.

AVOA strongly supports the Data Rights to Information and Vehicle Electronic Records
(DRIVER) Act (H.R. 6687), legislation introduced by Representatives Harshbarger, Weber, and
Perry. The DRIVER Act establishes clear, technology neutral federal protections ensuring that
vehicle owners, not manufacturers, control access to the data generated by their own vehicles.

We commend the Subcommittee for its leadership in examining ways to strengthen motor
vehicle safety and continuing to advance American automotive leadership. We urge Members to
consider how owner access to and control of vehicle-generated data is fundamental to the safety,
rights, and responsibilities of vehicle owners.

First Principles: Ownership, Safety, and Affordability

As today’s modern and connected vehicles become increasingly dependent on digital systems
and data transmission, federal policy must ensure that vehicle owners retain full access to and
control over the information generated by or necessary to operate their vehicles. Protecting that
control also protects affordability by ensuring robust competition for repair, insurance, fleet
management, and mobility services.

Put simply: it is your car; it is your data.
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Vehicle Data Access Is a Core Safety Issue

Vehicle-generated data is essential to safe operation, preventative maintenance, and crash
avoidance. Access allows owners to monitor vehicle health, diagnose issues, address defects
promptly, and improve driving behavior. For fleet operators, access enables real time visibility
into asset utilization, faster responses to roadside incidents, and targeted safety interventions.

When access is restricted or monetized through proprietary systems, safety outcomes suffer.
Delayed diagnostics, limited maintenance options, and reduced transparency increase risk for
drivers and the traveling public.

The DRIVER Act Is Not “Right to Repair”—It Is Broader

Some stakeholders have suggested that vehicle data access legislation is synonymous with so-
called “right to repair” proposals. It is not. Right to repair addresses a narrow subset of data
(~20%) related to maintenance and diagnostics. The DRIVER Act codifies the broader and more
fundamental principle that vehicle owners control all data generated by or necessary to fully
enjoy their vehicles.

While the DRIVER Act would resolve most policy concerns raised by right-to-repair advocates
by allowing owners to share data with repair shops of their choosing, narrower proposals fall
short by:

o Limiting access to a small fraction of total vehicle-generated data;
e Allowing manufacturers to charge owners for access to their own information; and

o Failing to affirm that owners, not OEMs, decide how vehicle data is used, shared, or
monetized.

Ownership, Property Rights, and Consumer Choice

When consumers purchase a vehicle, they title it, insure it, and assume responsibility for its
operation. It becomes their property, not the manufacturer’s. The same principle applies to the
data generated by that vehicle through the owner’s use.

This is consistent with well-established norms in other sectors. Smartphone manufacturers do not
own a user’s contacts, location history, or photos. Health technology companies do not own a
patient’s medical records. Innovation enables data collection, but it does not transfer ownership
of the resulting information.

Restricting owner access through proprietary systems or contracts of adhesion undermines
property rights, distorts competition, and limits consumer choice.
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What “Access and Control” Means in Practice

The DRIVER Act does not mandate open access to vehicle control systems or proprietary
software. It requires that owners receive, direct, real-time, secure access to their data through.
application programming interfaces or in-vehicle portals.

In practice, this:
e Preserves competition in the aftermarket repair sector;

o Enables fleet owners to choose among competing mobility and data-management
providers; and

e Prevents a future where owners must pay recurring fees to access basic operational
information such as oil levels, tire pressure, or fuel mileage.

Addressing Cost, Competition, and Cybersecurity Concerns

Some have argued that vehicle data access requirements would increase vehicle costs or impose
new burdens on manufacturers. The opposite is true. OEMs already collect, transmit, and
monetize vehicle data. The infrastructure exists. Ensuring owners can access their own data does
not require new investment. It enhances pricing transparency, preventing owners from being
charged to buy back information they already paid to generate.

This promotes affordability over a vehicle lifecycle by supporting competition in repair,
insurance, and fleet services—particularly benefiting rural, low-income, and small business
OWners.

The DRIVER Act also does not compromise cybersecurity or intellectual property. It does not
require disclosure of proprietary algorithms, source code, or vehicle control systems. OEMs may
use the same secure channels they already employ to share data with dealers and third parties.

Why Federal Action Is Necessary

Clear federal rules are necessary to protect vehicle owners’ rights and prevent data control from
becoming a competitive bottleneck that harms consumers and suppresses innovation.

The DRIVER Act establishes predictable, uniform rules of the road that protect ownership
principles while allowing manufacturers, service providers, and consumers to innovate in a fair
and competitive marketplace.

Conclusion
Connected vehicle technology has changed how information is collected, but it has not changed

who owns it. The DRIVER Act reflects longstanding principles of property rights, consumer
protection, and market competition adapted for modern vehicles.

www.americanvehicleownersalliance.org



AMERICAN
VEHICLE
OWNERS
ALLIANCE

AVOA respectfully urges the Subcommittee to support strong vehicle data access and ownership
protections in the Surface Transportation reauthorization and to advance the DRIVER Act as part
of that effort. We look forward to building bipartisan support for the bill and stand ready to work
with Members of the Committee to ensure policies that protect vehicle owners, promote
innovation, and enhance roadway safety.

Thank you for your consideration.
Respectfully submitted,

Richard J. Ward II1
Executive Director, American Vehicle Owners Alliance (AVOA)
www.americanvehicleownersalliance.org
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