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Subcommittee Chairman Young, Ranking Member Peters, Committee Chairman Cruz, Ranking
Member Cantwell, and members of the Subcommittee:

On behalf of the American Vehicle Owners Alliance, we respectfully submit this statement for
the record for the Subcommittee’s hearing, “The Need for Speed: How Technological Advances
are Driving Transportation Innovation.”

Every major transportation technology discussed at this hearing depends on data. The question
before Congress is whether vehicle owners will control that data or whether manufacturers alone
will.

AVOA represents America’s vehicle owners, including individual drivers, small businesses,
rental car companies, fleet operators, insurers, and other stakeholders who believe ownership
includes the right to access, control, and share 100 percent of the data generated by their
vehicles. AVOA advocates for consumer rights, property rights, competition, privacy,
affordability, and vehicle safety in the era of connected cars.

For vehicle owners, transportation progress starts with access to the information their vehicles
already generate. Artificial intelligence, predictive maintenance, connected fleets, electric
vehicle management, and mobility services all depend on access to vehicle-generated data.

Vehicle-generated data has become essential to vehicle ownership, safety, maintenance,
affordability, and competition.

Modern vehicles generate operational information every day: diagnostic codes, battery health,
mileage, maintenance needs, safety alerts, charging status, location, and performance data. A
fleet manager can use that information to catch a maintenance issue before a truck is taken out of
service. A driver can use it to choose a repair shop. An insurer can use it, with the owner’s
permission, to offer a product that reflects how a vehicle is used.
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Those benefits shrink when vehicle data is locked inside manufacturer-controlled systems,

paywalled through subscriptions, or withheld from the people and businesses that own the
vehicles.

AVOA urges Congress to protect a simple principle: My Car, My Data. Vehicle owners should
control access to the data generated by their vehicles.

Vehicle data access and transportation progress

Connected transportation depends on real-time information. As vehicles become more software-
based, electric, and tied to larger mobility networks, vehicle-generated data will determine who
can compete to serve drivers, fleets, and small businesses.

That data can support faster repairs, preventive maintenance, fleet safety, roadside assistance,
insurance choice, battery health services, vehicle valuation tools, roadway planning, and
consumer-directed mobility services.

A small business with 20 vans should be able to share vehicle health data with the fleet tool it
chooses. A rental car company should be able to monitor maintenance and safety information
across its vehicles. An independent repair shop should be able to diagnose a problem when the
owner has authorized the repair.

Manufacturer-controlled access lets manufacturers favor their own services, set terms for
competitors, charge for access to information generated by vehicles that owners already paid for,
and limit the market for new transportation services.

That gatekeeper model raises costs, limits consumer choice, and weakens American
transportation companies.

Vehicle data access and safety

AVOA has urged Congress to recognize vehicle data access as a safety and consumer rights
issue.

Vehicle owners can use diagnostic and operational data to monitor engine health, brake wear, tire
pressure, fluid levels, battery performance, and other conditions that affect safe operation. Fleets
can detect maintenance issues before they lead to roadside failures. Drivers can use the same
information to make timely repairs.

Vehicle-generated data, when voluntarily shared by owners, can also help public agencies and
traffic engineers identify high-risk intersections, improve roadway planning, and better
understand safety conditions.

The safety value of connected vehicle data should not depend on whether a manufacturer
chooses to release it.
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Ownership rights, affordability, and consumer choice

Owning a vehicle has always included access to basic information about fuel levels, tire pressure,
service history, mileage, and vehicle condition. As vehicles become more connected, that same
principle must apply to the digital information generated by the vehicle.

A driver who buys or leases a vehicle should not need the manufacturer’s permission to access
the vehicle’s data. A fleet owner should not have to rely on a manufacturer-controlled system to
understand the condition and performance of vehicles it owns. A repair shop should not be
locked out of diagnostic information when the owner has authorized the repair.

Restricting access also affects affordability. Owners should not have to pay recurring fees to
access basic operational information from vehicles they already purchased or leased.
Competition in repair, insurance, fleet management, and mobility services helps lower lifecycle
costs, especially for rural drivers, small businesses, and families already facing high vehicle
ownership costs.

In the connected vehicle era, ownership without data access is not full ownership.

Vehicle data legislation

Congress has several opportunities to address vehicle data rights. The Data Rights for
Information and Vehicle Electronics in Real-time Act, or DRIVER Act, would establish a federal
framework for owner access and control of vehicle-generated data. Senator Mike Lee’s Auto
Data Privacy and Autonomy Act addresses many of the same concerns by limiting the collection,
sale, and sharing of vehicle-generated data without owner consent. Together, these proposals
show growing recognition that vehicle owners deserve meaningful rights over the information
generated by their vehicles.

The DRIVER Act would require manufacturers to provide vehicle owners with secure access to,
and joint control of, their motor vehicle data. That access must be provided at no cost beyond the
purchase price of the vehicle, in real time, and without restrictions on the owner’s lawful use of
that data or the owner’s ability to authorize a third party to access or use it.

The DRIVER Act is broader than right to repair. Repair access is essential, but the bill protects
the larger principle that vehicle owners control 100 percent of the data generated by or necessary
to fully use their vehicles.

The bill does not require access to proprietary software, algorithms, source code, or vehicle
control systems. It governs data outputs generated by vehicle operation, not the proprietary
systems that generate or process that data.

The bill provides access through a motor vehicle interface port, such as an onboard diagnostics
port, and through wireless transmission when the vehicle is equipped to transmit data wirelessly.
It also requires access in a manner that facilitates deletion of user data and complies with
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voluntary automotive cybersecurity standards.

The DRIVER Act addresses privacy and national security. It gives vehicle owners a clear
opportunity to opt out before certain covered data is sold, includes protections related to fleet
vehicle drivers, restricts knowing sales of motor vehicle data to certain foreign adversary
countries, and creates a uniform federal standard enforced by the Federal Trade Commission.

Congress should act

Congress has a direct opportunity to protect vehicle owners and keep the transportation
technology market open to competition.

AVOA urges the Subcommittee to:

e recognize vehicle data access as central to transportation technology, safety, affordability,
and consumer choice;

e support federal legislation that codifies the rights of vehicle owners to access, control,
and share 100 percent of their vehicle-generated data;

e advance policies that protect privacy, cybersecurity, interoperability, and fair
competition;

e prevent manufacturers from using exclusive control over vehicle data to limit consumer
choice, raise costs, or block competitors; and

¢ include vehicle data access in any serious discussion of connected vehicles, mobility
services, freight movement, safety, and surface transportation policy.

Transportation progress should empower vehicle owners, not sideline them. Congress should
ensure that the future of connected transportation is built on a simple principle: if you own the
vehicle, you control the data it generates.

Thank you for your consideration.
Respectfully submitted,

Richard J. Ward II1
Executive Director, American Vehicle Owners Alliance (AVOA)
www.americanvehicleownersalliance.org
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